
Energy 
Conservation in 
Shelburne Falls

Alex & Robin Wilson 
recently purchased an 
old home in Shelburne 
Falls in need of a lot of 
work! Together, with the 
Wilsons, Keiter Build-
ers created a detailed 
action plan that accom-
plished their goals while 
staying within the bud-
get. Although our scope 
included projects such 
as constructing a cathe-
dral ceiling in the kitchen 
area, installing a new 
roof, attic ventilation, a 
new porch, doors and 
skylights, the Wilsons 
themselves have been 
instrumental in bringing 
this old house back to 
life. From demolition to painting, they have been actively involved and 
an integral part of the home renovation. 

Energy conservation has been at the heart of every one of the 
Wilsons’ decisions to upgrade the home. Some of their improvements 
include: A new Buderus heating system, air sealing, upgraded insula-
tion, and new attic ventilation. In addition, they plan to replace all of 
the windows and potentially install a photovoltaic system and/or a 
solar thermal system. We worked diligently in order to create a plan 
that would open up the kitchen area while still meeting strict energy 
standards. We accomplished this goal by constructing the ceiling 
with enough depth to accommodate a 1 ½ inch space for soffit-ridge 
ventilation, and 6 inches of polyisocyanurate foam insulation. Spray 
foam was used to air seal all fixtures. In addition, foam was used to 
replace the old fiberglass bats in the walls. In order to meet the goal of 
more natural light and summer ventilation, two Velux skylights were 
installed. The difference between the old kitchen and the new is like 
night and day! 

L ooking back at 2011, we are 
very happy with our growth 

and progress. Despite a chal-
lenging economy, Keiter Builders 
continued to move forward by 
providing our customers with 
cost effective ways to improve 
their homes. While we completed 
a number of additions, decks, 
and other large renovations, the 
majority of our work was focused 
on smaller, energy efficient home 
upgrades. For example, we com-
pleted a number of window and 
door replacements, air sealing 
and insulation updates, and home 
ventilation overhauls. These types 
of projects have proven to bring 
immediate value to our custom-
ers. As we move into 2012, we 
will continue to develop a more 
sophisticated approach to ana-
lyzing and solving home energy 
problems. Whether building new 
or remodeling, having a sound 
energy savings plan is a must.

On a more 
personal 
note, Jack 
Keiter was 
born on 
October 18, 
2011! He 
comes from 
long lineage
of carpen-
ters (Great-Great-Great Grand-
father, Great-Great Grandfa-
ther, Great Grandfather, Grand-
father, Father, Great Uncles, 
Great Aunt, and Uncles), and 
we are all looking forward to 
him swinging his first hammer! 
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The difference between the old kitchen 
and the new is like night and day!



New Ventilation in Goshen

In the last two years, Keiter Builders has helped to 
improve energy efficiency in homes throughout the 
Pioneer Valley by installing more than 200 windows 
that meet the federal r-value and u-value standards! 
Our ongoing relationship with r.k. Miles as a Pre-
ferred Window and Door Installer has helped us 
to accomplish this feat. While most of our window 
installations have been straightforward, once in a 
while we are thrown a curve ball. 

This fall, we started a project installing new construc-
tion Marvin windows for Shelly Rissinger and Kristin 
Barry, owners of a beautiful cape located in Goshen. 
It wasn’t long before we came across serious struc-
tural rot in the framing. Upon further review, we 
found substantial moisture behind the cedar clapboards, 
and in the wall cavity throughout much of the home. The 
moisture was so bad that paint would begin peeling from 
the siding within 6-months of being applied. 

Following a full home analysis, it was determined that a 
number of ventilation related issues including no bath-
room ventilation, minimal attic ventilation and insufficient 
kitchen stove ventilation were present. After repairing the 
structural rot and replacing the moldy insulation, we reas-
sembled the exterior wall system using a combination of 
a Typar (breathable weather barrier), Home Slicker Rain 
Screen (a vertical channeled material that provides a con-

tinuous space for drainage and drying, a thermal break, and 
pressure equalization which minimizes trapped moisture), 
and back-primed cedar clapboards. In addition, Shelly and 
Kristin will be installing new bathroom fans to help with 
moisture control. In the Spring, they will be putting a new 
roof on the home and have a ridge vent installed to assist 
with attic ventilation. Shelly and Kristin have reported a 
substantial positive change in air quality and energy effi-
ciency since the project was completed a few months ago.

Rainwater Collection in Whately

During the summer, Keiter Builders constructed a 3- 
season porch and deck addition designed by Architect 
Charlie Fox of Jamaica Plain, MA. The owners (Neal  
Abraham & Donna Wiley) are both avid gardeners and 
grow hundreds of fruits, vegetables and flowers through-
out the year. The new addition allows Neal and Donna to 
enjoy panoramic views of their gardens with a breath-
taking backdrop of the Connecticut River Valley.

With the help of both Neal and Rain Harvest Systems LLC, 
we designed and installed an above-ground rainwater  
collection system able to store more than 1,000 gallons 
of rainwater. The very first rainstorm produced more than 
600 gallons of useable water! This gravity driven system 
has a straightforward design, allowing for minimal main-
tenance and easy winterizing. The best part is that the 
system is concealed and entirely not visible! It sits directly 
below the new addition. 

The moisture was so bad that paint would begin peeling 
from the siding within 6-months of being applied. 

The very first 
rainstorm 
produced 
more than 
600 gallons of 
useable water!



Deep Energy Retrofit in Northampton

During the winter and spring, Keiter 
Builders worked with Kent Hicks Con-
struction to completely overhaul the 

Wick residence, an 1870’s Colonial 
located in Northampton. The project 
was designed by Coldham & Hartman, 
of Amherst, and partially funded by 
the National Grid Deep Energy Retro-
fit (DER) Pilot Program. Modifications 
to the home included an addition (in-
law apartment and office), complete 
encapsulation of the home with two 
layers of 2” rigid foam insulation, a 5 
kw photovoltaic system, geothermal 
heat pump, new mechanicals, all new 
serious windows, and much more. 

Keiter Builders was responsible for 
constructing the exterior building 
envelope including sheathing, rigid 
foam insulation, air sealing, siding & 
trim, windows, and the roof. This work 
would leave the roof with an R-value 
of 60, the walls R-35 and the foun-
dation walls R-33. After completing 
the project, we were informed that 
we had not only achieved standards 
set by National Grid for air leak-
age, we had assembled the tightest  
house yet! 

Wind Turbine Construction

It really is incredible to see it 
all come together, and to be 
a part of building a future in 
renewable energy.

For more than two years, Keiter Builders has been working 
with Alteris Renewables (Now Real Goods Solar) install-
ing numerous 100 kilowatt, 156-foot tall wind turbines 
across the Northeast. In 2011, we were hired to work on the 
foundation construction team for a Northwind 100 turbine 
located in Rhode Island. The 
owners of this new turbine, 
Shalom Housing, can expect 
to directly offset their annual 
electrical requirements with 
the 200,000 to 300,000 kilo-
watt hours of electricity pro-
duced by the turbine each year. 

As with all of the wind turbine 
projects, this one presented a 
series of challenges requiring 
us to think fast and work with 
other subcontractors (exca-
vators, electricians, concrete 
companies, etc.) to meet our 
goals. Complicated engineer-
ing, strict tolerances, and 
tight time restraints all add to 
the excitement of building such a large structure. It really is 
incredible to see it all come together, and to be a part of build-
ing a future in renewable energy. 

��We had assembled the tightest house yet!

›   For more information about the National Grid Deep Energy 
Retrofit Program, visit www.powerofaction.com

›   For more information about the Wick project in Northampton, 
visit www.h-e-art.net



We are proud to live and work in 
the Pioneer Valley, and under-
stand the value of being involved 
at the community level. That is 
why Keiter Builders is a member 
of the Northampton Chamber 
of Commerce, the Home Build-
ers Association of Western 
Mass., and a number of other 
important groups and committees that are 
working to improve the way we build in our community. 

This was our second year sponsoring the Toasted Owl 
Gives a Hoot Halloween Fun Run in Northampton. 

Some of our employees volunteered 
their time to assist with setting-up/

breaking-down the course. Despite the 
devastating snowstorm that caused the 
run to be postponed a week, everyone 

pulled together to make it a success. The 
proceeds of this event go to a local orga-
nization named the Cutchins Programs for 

Children & Families. For more information 
about what this organization does, visit 
www.cutchins.org. We would like to thank 

Al Tardy (www.runningwithaltardy.com) for introducing 
us to this great event, and we look forward to being a part 
of it again next year.

51A Hatfield Street
Northampton, MA 01060
Phone: 413-320-9035
Fax: 413-280-0124
Website: www.keiterbuilders.com

Thank you to our team. It is you who make this 
company great. Thank you for continuing to do 
excellent work, even when you are tired, cold, or 
wet. Thank you for your ethics, and treating our 
customers with respect. Thank you for constantly 
improving, and helping us to continually develop 
new ways to better our services.  

We would also like to sincerely thank all of our 
customers, subcontractors, partners, suppliers, 
family, and friends for making 2011 such a suc-
cessful year. We are proud to say that we are 
growing in this economy. This growth is in large 
part due to referrals made by all of you. Thank 
you again!

Our Community

›


